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Background 

The Leeson Group started developing solar farms in 2015 and we have been proudly supporting the 

regional communities we’re working in since the beginning. Our projects are often among the 

biggest industries in the area so we have the opportunity to add value to the community over the 

whole time they operate. 

 

What might a community benefit program look like?  

When we have planning approval we will be seeking your input to the Corop community benefit 

program  – but in the mean time, here are some ideas from existing projects. 

 

Supporting Providing 

• citizen science projects • academic and vocational scholarships 

• households to use solar energy • community shuttlebuses 

• council facilities to use solar energy Improving 

• local fire services • local sporting facilities 

• local events • community parklands 

• art galleries Promoting 

• youth outreach projects • local tourism 

• emerging cottage industries • local heritage 

 

 

Local jobs and supply contracts

The first benefits will come when we start construction as we provide jobs, contracts and other 

support to the local economy. 

The project will employ about 700 people at the peak of construction and 30 ongoing jobs during 

operation. 

 

How would any funds be allocated? 

The program will last for the life of the facility, so it’s important that there is a clear approach to 

assessing any ideas put forward. 

Here are some ideas for selection criteria: 

• Adding to the cultural and artistic life of the community 

• Supporting the community’s healthy and active lifestyles 

• Improving local amenity and environment 

• Fostering stronger community bonds and participation in public programs 

• Promoting a safe and secure community 
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Project case study: Cohuna Solar Farm 

Leeson Group recently developed the Cohuna Solar Farm which is owned and built by Enel Green 

Power. In working with the community Enel have: 

• Engaged a local Community Liaison Officer to manage ongoing engagement with the local 
community during construction. 

• Proactively worked with the principle contractor to local source materials and labour for the 
project where feasible. The local contractor worked to identify capability in the local community 
and maximise opportunities for local suppliers to participate. 

• Worked with the community to develop ongoing benefit sharing initiatives, including: 

o Collaborating with Cohuna District Hospital to support infrastructure upgrades to 
existing facilities. 

o Consulting with the local council to explore the potential for smart infrastructure 
upgrades e.g. solar powered street lighting. 

o A biodiversity recovery project focused on the areas impacted by the 2019/2020 
bushfires within the Victorian region.  

 

 

Have some ideas already? 

Let us know what you’re thinking. We’d love to see your thoughts, photos and plans 

Please follow this link https://www.leesongroup.com.au/corop-solar-farm and complete the 

Community Engagement Form or alternatively call our office on 1300 887 008. 

 

 

Like to know more? See our other fact sheets: 

• What is a solar farm? • Maintaining a solar farm • Solar panels and glare 

• Corop solar fast facts  • Protecting our environment 

 


