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Corop Solar Farm additional fauna information  
 
Green Edge Environmental P/L was requested to supply additional fauna information in 
relation to the proposed Corop Solar Farm and potential impacts to fauna, namely the 
Wedge-tailed Eagle.   

Following the advertising period for the proposed Corop Solar Farm, a number of objections 

were made.  The Flora and Fauna Due Diligence (Green Edge Environmental P/L, 2019) 
undertook an impact assessment of the proposed development, this included identifying 
issues as required by the following Acts and guidelines: 

• Planning and Environment Act 1987 
• Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (DELWP, 

2017) 

• Environment Effects Act 1978 
• Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 
• Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CALP Act) 
• Wildlife Act 1975  
• Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

 

Outcome of the flora and fauna due diligence assessment  

The outcome of the assessment was that the proposed project would not impact threatened 
native fauna or native vegetation, as determined by applicable State and Federal guidelines.   
 
The objectors have noted that impacts to non-threatened fauna is not covered in the Due 
Diligence.  All native fauna is protected under the Wildlife Act 1975, whereas threatened 
species impacts from development are required to be assessed under other State and 
Federal Legislation, which was undertaken.  
 
Objectors issues 

The objectors to the project identified the following issues: 

• Impact of 1100ha of hunting ground being lost to the Wedge-tailed Eagle 

• Ongoing monitoring of wellbeing  
• Habitat for Brolgas and Bitterns 

 
Discussion – Wedge-tailed Eagle  

The Wedge-tailed Eagle diet reflects the available prey, but the most important live items 
are rabbits and hares. Rabbits usually comprise about 30-70% of the diet, but may 
comprise up to 92%.  Between 80 and 90% of a Wedge-tailed Eagle's diet can be made up 
of ground-dwelling animals, including mammals and reptiles.  Nests are usually 2.5km - 
4km apart.  If conditions are particularly good, the distances apart may be less than 1km 
because the birds require smaller areas to find sufficient food.   



 

 
Attachment A provides a map of the geographic distribution of the Wedge-tailed Eagle from 
the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA), showing an extremely broad geographic distribution 
across Victoria.   
 
In this situation even if the 1,100ha of potential hunting ground was removed (which we 
argue that it will not), the species is not at risk from a reduction of habitat on which it 
relies.  It is noted that the land in question is not identified as key habitat for this species.  
 
Impact on Wedge-tailed Eagles  

No changes are expected to the availability of food sources for this species.  Due to no 
expected changes to the availability of prey or to the availability of existing nesting sites 
and nesting sites surrounding the development, no impacts to the species are expected.  
The developer has ensured the existing trees with hollows and potential nest sites are 

retained in the development.  
 
Based on the diet of the Wedge-tailed Eagle the potential biggest impact to the species is 
the requirement under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994, with the objectives of 
the CaLP Act is to protect primary production, Crown land, the environment and community 
health from the effects of noxious weeds and pest animals.  
 

The CaLP Act defines roles and responsibilities and regulates the management of noxious 
weeds and pest animals (including rabbits and hares).  Under the CaLP Act all land owners 
have legal obligations regarding the management of declared noxious weeds and pest 
animals on their land. Specifically, land owners must take all reasonable steps to eradicate 
regionally prohibited weeds, prevent the growth and spread of regionally controlled weeds, 
and prevent the spread of and as far as possible eradicate established pest animals on their 
land. 
 
The proposed development site is required to plant significant landscaping areas, consisting 
of native vegetation surrounding the site (as well as ongoing maintenance).  There will be 
huge benefits to the area for habitat for ground-dwelling animals, including mammals and 
reptiles – native food sources for Wedge-tailed Eagles.   
 
Discussion – Brolga and Bitterns (Australasian bittern (Botaurus poiciloptilus) and 

Australian little bittern (Ixobrychus dubius) 

The Brolga is omnivorous and utilises a diverse range of food items on a seasonal basis. The 

main food items taken are vegetable materials, particularly the fleshy tubers of wetland 

plants, which it obtains by digging and foraging. The residues of grain and potato crops are 

also taken. Amphibians, sometimes small fish and a wide range of invertebrates are also 

taken including freshwater molluscs, crustaceans and insects (Marchant and Higgins 1993, 

White 1983). During summer and autumn, many birds flock to deep freshwater marshes 

and permanent open water and adjacent dryland areas. 

 

Brolgas requires shallow (25-75 cm), temporary or seasonal wetlands with areas of low tree 

cover (i.e. less than five percent of the wetland basin covered by trees with a canopy cover 

of approximately ten percent). The preferred vegetation is less than one metre high and 

includes species such as common spike-sedge (Eleocharis acuta), common nardoo (Marsilea 

drummondii) and Juncus spp.. Brolga breed between July and December with a fledging 



 

period of around 95 days. This leaves the species grounded for much longer than the 

average nesting waterbird and exposes the young brolga to predation by foxes and native 

predators. This is exacerbated when poor habitat quality (i.e. lack of water depth for a 

sufficient duration) results in starvation and malnutrition (Herring 2005). 

 

Australasian bittern and Australian little bittern both camouflages themselves within dense 

vegetation foraging mainly at night on insects, snails, yabbies, frogs and other small birds 

and mammals.  Tall Marsh provide essential foraging and nesting habitat for a range of 

cryptic waterbird species such as water hens, crakes and rails and threatened species such 

as Australasian bittern and Australian little bittern. Both cumbungi and common reed grow 

best in permanent to near-permanent conditions, with flowering occurring predominately 

between November and March. 

 

Australasian bittern and Australian little bittern require a complex suite of habitat 

characteristics for foraging and breeding to occur in the one location. For Australasian 

bittern, the species generally require shallow (less than 30 cm depth) with medium to low 

density of reeds (i.e. cumbungi, common reed), rushes (i.e. giant rush) and sedges (i.e. 

variable flat-sedge, common-spike sedge) for foraging of reptiles, insects, frogs, small 

mammals, leaves and fruit. 

 

Impact on the Brolga and Bitterns 

No impacts to potential habitat or availability of food is expected between current and future 

proposed management at this site and no offsite impacts are expected at wetlands by the 

proposed development.   

 

These species are wetland dependent species requiring at least seasonal watering events 

and moderate to complex suites of habitat within the wetlands.  The mapped wetlands on 

site contain none of the habitat requirements, nor do the farm dams, due to extensive 

grazing of wetland vegetation and management practice.  

 

As identified within the hydrology report, the proposed development will not impact these 

vegetation characteristics of the mapped wetlands.  Under the proposed development 

grazing will occur for vegetation maintenance.  Areas on the property have been fenced off 

and revegetation within the overland flow areas.  There may be opportunities (with 

approval) to develop artificial wetland habitat outside of the development footprint in these 

revegetation areas, potentially creating beneficial habitat for these species.  
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